INTRODUCTION
One hundred and twenty years ago, Dr. Browne Tredgold (1952) Reproduction of a photograph in 1862 of seven mentally handicapped brothers and sisters.
and Miller (1980) (Jancar, 1981) .
The present study is an analysis of randomly collected, 1000 families, whose children were admitted to the Stoke Park Group of Hospitals, with special emphasis on the families with more than one mentally handicapped child.
It was found that members of families were affected as shown in Table 1 .
The Lyon hypothesis (1962) in part explains the preponderance of males affected by mental handicap (Table 2) .
It is interesting to note that by far the commonest combination of affected siblings was in families with one male and one female mentally handicapped member (62%), whereas in total males were only slightly more numerous than females. Congenital Syphilis, in the pre-antibiotic era, affected 12 families with more than one mentally Two families in which fragile X-linked mental handicap was confirmed had to be reclassified. In one, the siblings three males and one female had all the signs and symptoms of Rubinstein-Taybi syndrome (Jancar 1965) , and in the other family, where three brothers were originally labelled as Renpenning syndrome (Tredgold 1979 (1) Pre-Penrose Survey (1938) When pioneers in the field of mental handicap accumulated data proving that heredity plays a major role in causation of mental handicap.
(2) Post-Penrose Survey Penrose reported in his survey an excess of males among mentally handicapped patients. This observation stimulated a number of workers to study Xlinked pedigrees and they came to the conclusion that X-linked genes were responsible for nonspecific mental handicap in males.
(3) Post-Lubs Era Since Lubs reported in 1969 the presence of a marker X-chromosome in affected males, in X-linked mental handicap pedigree, new exciting developments have taken place particularly with the discovery of Fragile X chromosome by Sutherland. The Fragile X has been found in autistic children and by amniotic tap for prenatal diagnosis. Fragile sites in other chromosomes have been described which may prove to be important in the future studies of mental handicap.
(4) Era of Treatment Lejeune (1982) 
